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indulge, nor to spend money on a large fleet of
butchers' vans. Eventually they go under, and only
the two groups are left.
But presently the two groups also begin to find
that conditions are becoming difficult. For one thing,
butchers have begun to spring up in the other towns
and villages, and every time B-C-D and F-G-H
attempt to bring meat into these other towns they
find that a toll-gate is closed against them: they are
only allowed to enter if they pay such a heavy due
that they would have to sell the meat at an impos-
sible price, which would mean that none of the
inhabitants would think of buying it.
Other trades in the town have had the same
experience. The tailors, bakers, shoemakers, and
grocers have a similar story to tell. They have
combined, but, even so, they cannot sell to the
other towns. And in their own town times are bad.
People are poor and buy less, B-C-D and F-G-H
therefore combine, and presently all the trades
together go to the town council. "You must put up
a toll-gate," they say. "Meat and clothes and other
goods are coming in here from the new firms in
the adjoining towns. We cannot take our own goods
into these towns, for these iniquitous toll-gates
have been raised against us. If our neighbours shut
us out, you must shut them out, or else we shall all
be ruined. And if we are ruined, the whole town
will suffer."
The town council agrees, and the toll-gates are
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